Deur Franecis,
pre-

You may remember mentioning agl medical stud:nt named Zinder or somsthing
like that as a possible good candidate for a yusr's work here under ar
assitantship. Is he interested? I Pawen't heurd from him.

The mutants get to be more commlicuted z1l the tims. A temperature
sensitive allel of Lacy has been found which is Im-ﬂlu—Sorbitol—- at 40°

(a8 Lac,- is at all temperatures) but is A at ’30. At 32 1t 1s 44,

3
at 36 it i3 fou { This sertainly seema to bs a plelotropic matation in
every sense of the term. I don't see how'it is going to be possible to
ascertain the primary effect of the gene, but something may turn up.

Vital dyes for coll might interest you 4n faeilitating observation
of mierocoloniss. The radox indicatér 2,3,5 triphenyltetrazolium chloride
may be & good bet. In the presence of an oxidisable substrate, coll cells
reduce this golorless cempound to the red, insoluble formazan derivative,
and for reasons yet unknown accusulate the pigment in (usuallpy) a single
gramule near one end of the cell. The mierosoopic pilsture is very strikingl
You oan get the compound as "T-Z8 reagent from Faul Laswis Laboratories,
4253 4. Pt. Washington Road, Milwsukee 12, They probably will be glad to give
you a gram or so gratis, Even merely as an snsyme iadiocator, this compound
probably has very good potantialities.

Best regards,

Joshua Ledsrberg



